Bishop’s Perspective

■ The Denman Evangelism Award nomination forms are available online.
http://holstonconference.com/evangelism

● Annual Conference 2003 planning
info available online.
http://holstonconference.com/ac

Christianity without Jesus Christ

■ Many youth leaders have signed up
for the Youth List Serv. Are you one
of them? http://holstonconference.com/
youth/youthlist.html.

● An average of 30,000 pages are
viewed by 3,500 visitors monthly at
www.holston.org!

The Call

www.holston.org
Serving 930 churches in east Tennessee,
southwest Virginia, and north Georgia

USPS 020-295
Published Biweekly by

Holston Conference

of the United Methodist Church
9915 Kingston Pike, Suite C, Knoxville, TN 37922
Telephone (865) 690-4080 Fax (865) 690-3162

Periodical Postage Paid At
Knoxville, Tennessee

CMYK

Postmaster: Send address changes to:
The Call, P.O. Box 32939
Knoxville, TN 37930-2939.

On the stage with musician Wayne Kerr, Bishop Chamberlain greets the crowd
at Divine Rhythm in Gatlinburg.

Ray Chamberlain Jr. ................................... Bishop
Kevin Slimp............... Director of Communications
Annette Spence Bender................................Editor
Dion Dykes Sr.....................Creative Design Layout
Donna Hankins ...........................Interactive Media
Rita Broderick ........................Circulation Manager

What’s your size?
The Call uses the following symbols to
identify articles about small, medium
or large churches:
S = Churches with average 85
or fewer in principle weekly worship
service(s)
M= Average 86 to 225 in worship
service(s)
L = Average 226 or more in worship service(s)

Got something to say?
Send letters and emails to:

C-Mail, The Call
P.O. Box 32939
Knoxville, TN 37930-2939/ fax (865)
690-3162/ thecall@holston.org.

Want to subscribe?
For a 12-month subscription (26
issues), write a $15 check made to
“Holston Conference” and send to:
The Call
P.O. Box 32939
Knoxville, TN 37930-2939
For credit card orders, call (865)
690-4080 or visit www.holston.org.■
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nation & world

By Ray W. Chamberlain Jr.

Y

es, it is a 2,000-year plague: to
profess being Christian without following Jesus Christ.
It is rather innocuous to be Christian
in America. Christians are everywhere.
We call ourselves a Christian country
for “in God we trust” and we are “one
nation under God.”
The majority of Americans claim to
believe in God and to be Christian. It is
not offensive to call oneself a Christian
in the United States. People do it fre-

Exchange
KNOXVILLE, Tenn.– Bookwalter
UMC is searching for a part-time
youth director. Inquiries can be made
at (865) 689-3349. Resumes may
be sent to Bookwalter UMC, 4218
Central Avenue Pike, Knoxville, TN
37912, attention: Ray Mills. Salary
and hours are negotiable. M
KINGSPORT, Tenn.– Crossroads
UMC is searching for a fulltime minister of music and lay ministries.
Send resumes to Crossroads UMC,
200 Bays Cove Trail, Kingsport, TN
37660, attention: Merilyn Kyle. L

quently on “Larry King Live” and even
pagan people wear Christian crosses
around the neck.
But to seriously pattern one’s life
after the example of Jesus Christ is
costly and difficult. There is a huge
difference between being “halfway”
Christian and “altogether” Christian,
as John Wesley says. We never fully
reflect Jesus Christ, but John Wesley
urged us to strive toward that place
at the core of our being where we

want more than anything else to follow
Jesus Christ. He called it “going on to
perfection.” This means we are not satisfied with simply being a “culturally
refined American-Christian” who lives
a decent life. It means that Jesus Christ
is Lord of our thoughts, attitudes, policies, relationships, money and time. It
is this desire that drives us to prayer
and creates within us a willingness to
stand for truth and justice when it is
unpopular and inconvenient.
Arthur Burns was chairman of the
U.S. Federal Reserve System and an
advisor to many presidents. He was
Jewish.
When he began attending a Christian prayer and fellowship group at the
White House, the other members were
somewhat stunned. They received him
warmly enough but didn’t quite know
how to treat him. Week after week, year
after year, someone would be called on
to dismiss the group with prayer. But
no one ever asked Arthur Burns.
One day a newcomer to the group
who did not realize Burns was Jewish
asked him to close with prayer. Other
members of the group nearly panicked
with awkwardness. How would Burns
handle this?
Without hesitation he stretched out
his hands to join hands with others in
the circle. He bowed his head. “Lord, I
pray that you would bring Jews to know
Jesus Christ. I pray you would bring
Muslims to know Jesus Christ. Finally,
Lord, I pray that you will bring Christians to know Jesus Christ. Amen.”
I passionately pray for that, too. ■

Calendar
Post-modern ministry: March 10-13
SEJ Discipleship Ministries will sponsor the seminar, “Getting Your Green Card:
Continuing Education for Ministry in a Post-Post Modern World,” March 10-13
in Lake Junaluska, N.C. The workshop will be led by Chris Hughes of SEJ
Discipleship Ministries and Rob Lewin, co-author of “Community of Kindness.”
Continuing education credits are available. For more information, call (888)
525-3586 or visit www.sejumc.org.

Ministers’ wives retreat: March 13-15
The Holston Conference Ministers’ Wives recently announced the organization’s
30th anniversary retreat, March 13-15, at Oak Tree Lodge in Pigeon Forge,
Tenn. Activities include fellowship, music, swimming, exercise, workshops and
shopping, organizers said. Brochures were mailed earlier this month; registration
deadline is Feb. 1. For more information, contact Lori Sluder, registrar, at (865)
690-6864 or mljksluder@aol.com. ■
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has received numerous calls from regular “people in the pews” upset over
Sprague’s comments. Her organization, with offices in Indianapolis, is
an unofficial United Methodist group
that describes itself as a renewal
movement in the church.
Miller added that this has motivated many to become more active
and involved in the future of the
United Methodist Church. “In some
ways it is strengthening the church
in the classical biblical faith because
now people are saying that is not
what we believe. We do believe the
Bible is the Word of God, that Jesus is
the Son of God and that Jesus is the
way to salvation.”
One of the signers, David Stanley
of Muscatine, Iowa, is a member of
the Confessing Movement’s board of
directors. Three others – Lambrecht,
the Rev. William Hines of Upper Sandusky, Ohio, and the Rev. Bradley
Knepp of Mount Holly Springs, Pa. –
are on the board of directors of Good
News, a United Methodist renewal
movement with offices in Wilmore,
Ky.
The complaint was filed with
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president
of the College of Bishops for the
North Central Jurisdiction. The complaint asks that this matter be brought
to investigation, and if sustained,
“that Bishop Sprague either (publicly)
renounce his contrary teaching and
maintain his teaching within the doctrinal standards of the United Methodist Church, or that he resign (or
be removed) from his office and surrender his credentials of ordination.”
“The Book of Discipline” states
that when a complaint is filed against
a bishop, the president of the jurisdictional college of bishops shall make
a supervisory response. The response
is “directed toward a just resolution
and/or reconciliation among all parties.” This may include consultation
with the jurisdictional committee on
episcopacy or voluntary mediation in
which a neutral, trained mediator or
mediation team is brought in.
The supervisory response “is not
a judicial process,” the book states.
If the response doesn’t lead to a resolution, the case could be referred to
a bishop from another jurisdiction or
central conference or a pastor from
the same jurisdiction or conference.
That person would serve as church
counsel, representing the denomination in pressing the complaint. The
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counsel would sign the complaint and
forward it to a committee on investigation. From there, the complaint
would go through a clearly defined
process. Meanwhile, efforts for resolution would continue.
The committee would have the
power to call witnesses and hold hearings during its investigation. If it
decided that the charges were valid,
it could recommend that a trial be
held. In that case, a trial court of
13 United Methodist clergy members
would be convened. Nine votes would
be needed to convict. With a conviction, the court would have the power
to impose a number of penalties,
some severe – such as expulsion from
the church – and some less so.
Whitaker said the judicial process
is not ideal for handling the case
involving Sprague, but that the current system provides no other way
to address concern about someone’s
adherence to doctrinal standards. “I
believe we need to look at our procedures and see if we need something
that is a little different (and) that
enables us to have more dialogue
before we go to the judicial process.”
Five Holston members signed the
complaint: Rev. Buford W. Hankins,
Rev. Phyllis L. Hankins, Gerald B.
Kersey and Cornele Kersey, and
Robert E. Moore. ■
Gilbert is a news writer for United
Methodist News Service in Nashville,
Tenn.

Who Said That?
distracted clergy
watches idly as the
black community is
engaged in new fights just as vital
as the one against segregation of
40 years ago. The spread of AIDS,
the high number of broken families, the crisis in public education,
jails disproportionately filled with
black men, and the high rate of
children living in poverty constitutes today’s challenge in the life
of the black church.” ■

“A

–New York Times columnist Juan
Williams, charging that leaders of
black churches are ignoring today’s
social and cultural issues while focusing
on economic development.

News Briefs
Gathering will spotlight international mission
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (UMNS) – Church leaders from around the world
will share their stories and challenges during the United Methodist “Global
Gathering” April 10-13 in Birmingham. Sponsored by the Board of Global
Ministries, the denomination’s mission agency, the event will feature morning
and evening worship services, daily Bible study, panelists and keynote speakers discussing mission, a choice of 43 different workshops and a “global
village” area with exhibits and performances. Events connected to the Global
Gathering include the April 9-10 “Youth Go Global” conference. More information can be found at http://gbgm-umc.org, the board’s Web site.

Profile: Janette Carter, country musician
HILTONS, Va. (UMNS) – Janette Carter, daughter of country music legends
A.P. and Sara Carter, is still going strong at age 80, staging shows at the
Carter Family Memorial Music Center, which she started in 1974. A member
of Holston’s Mount Vernon United Methodist Church in Hiltons, she says she
takes time to thank God every day. “My grandson says, ‘Grandma, how do you
go on and on and on?’ And I says, ‘Well, I pray a little, I pray and then I go a
little ways, then I’ll pray some more and go on another little way.’” She shares
her life journey in this month’s “UMC.org Profiles” audio-feature.

Commission recognizes young people
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – Young people will be recognized and honored for personal and selfless contributions to others in a program sponsored
by the Commission on United Methodist Men. Five young people, between
the ages of 12 and 19, representing each of the denomination’s five U.S.
jurisdictions, will receive $500 awards from the commission. For details, contact the Office of Civic Youth-Serving Agencies/Scouting, P.O. Box 340006,
Nashville, TN 37203-0006; send an e-mail to mstowe@gcumm.org; or call
(615) 340-7129.

Walk to Emmaus celebrates 25 years
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – The Walk to Emmaus, an international
movement for spiritual renewal and leadership development for service
through the church, celebrates its 25th anniversary this summer. The July
24-27 anniversary observance will offer the participants an opportunity to
gather for spiritual renewal, church leadership training, learning about God’s
work through the program and exchanging faith stories. The Upper Room, a
ministry unit of the United Methodist Board of Discipleship, is sponsoring the
event. Although connected to the United Methodist Church, the program is
ecumenical. For registration information, go to www.upperroom.org/emmaus/
25th. ■
For complete versions of these and other United Methodist News stories, visit
www.holstonconference.com/thecall and click on “National & World News.”

Holston members, continued from page 1
faith as outlined in the ‘Book of Discipline.’”
Other signers of the complaint include Robert Moore, member at Trinity
UMC, Big Stone Gap District, and Gerald and Cornele Kersey, members
at Broad Street UMC, Cleveland District. Eleven annual conferences were
represented among the signatures.
Hankins said he hoped that the complaint would prompt Sprague to
resign.
For additional coverage, see the United Methodist News Service report,
“Group files complaint against Bishop Sprague,” on page 6. ■
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Web Update

From Middle English Crist, from Old English Crist, from Latin Christus, from Ancient Greek Î§ÏÎ¹ÏƒÏ„ÏŒÏ‚ (KhristÃ³s), proper noun use of
Ï‡ÏÎ¹ÏƒÏ„ÏŒÏ‚ (khristÃ³s, â€œ[the] anointed [one]â€), a calque of Hebrew ×žÖ¸×©Ö´××™×—Ö·â€Ž (mÄÅ¡Ä«aá¸¥, â€œanointedâ€)
(whence English messiah). enPR: krÄ«st, IPA(key): /kÉ¹aÉªst/. Rhymes: -aÉªst. Christ. The anointed one or the messiah (the Messiah)
predicted in the Hebrew Bible. 1611, The Holy Bible, [â€¦] (King James Version), London: [â€¦] Christ (n.) "the Anointed," synonymous
with and translating to Greek Hebrew mashiah (see messiah), a title given to Jesus of Nazareth; Old English crist (by 830, perhaps 675),
from Latin Christus, from Greek khristos "the anointed," noun use of verbal adjective of khriein "to rub, anoint" (from PIE root *ghrei- "to
rub").Â Christ-child "Jesus as a baby" (1842) translates German Christkind. Christ AG â€” Christ Water Technology AG
Unternehmensform Aktiengesellschaft ISIN â€¦Â christ â€” Christ. s. m. Suivant son etymologie signifie generalement celuy qui a receu
l Onction, comme les Rois & les Prestres: & en ce sens David est quelquefois appellÃ© Le Christ du Seigneur. Mais ce nom par
excellence signifie le Messie, & il estâ€¦ â€¦ Dictionnaire de l'AcadÃ©mie franÃ§aise.

